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ATLANTA-DEKALB ALCOHOL ABUSE PREVENTION INITITATIVE'S STATE PRIORITY:

REDUCE EARLY ONSET OF ALCOHOL USE AMONG g-20 YEAR OLDS

Due to the growing concern about the often unnecessary

involvement of youth into the juvenile justice system, many THE COUNCIL ON ALCOHOL AND DRUGS is a substance abuse

local jurisdictions have established programs and practices

prevention and education agency that develops programs, services and
materials based on the most current research on alcohol and other drug

that divert youth from the juvenile justice system. While these s 5 its impact on communities. The Council's Atlanta-DeKalb Alcohol
efforts share the common goal of preventing further contact ~ Abuse Prevention Initiative (AAPI) focuses on five target communities in

with the juvenile justice system, the means and structure the City of Atlanta and DeKalb County that include:
used to accomplish that goal many vary. Administrative 1. Southeast Atlanta Neighborhoods: (Ormewood Park, Mechanicsville,
sanctions or diversion programs can vary widely in terms of Summerhill, Thomasville Heights)

the target population, who makes the decisions, the pointin
the system at which youth are referred, how charges are

handled, consequences and benefits of successful and

unsuccessful program completion, and services that are

provided.®

Alcohol is the most commonly
Underage used drug among our Nation’s
Drinking young people, surpassing tobacco
and other illegal drugs.

Findings from the Atlanta DeKalb
Alcohol Abuse Prevention Initiative
community needs assessment,
identified the average age of onset
for alcohol use is 11-12 years of age
in the focus communities.

Identified contributing factors include
-youth perception of peer norms

-low perceived risk of being charged
-arrested or of penalties from parents
-cultural acceptability

2. Southwest DeKalb County
3. Chamblee (30341)

4. Clarkston (30021)

5. Stone Mountain (30083)

Strengthening the Administrative Sanctions in our communities

will increase youth and parents perception of risk of such sanctions as
consequence of underage drinking which will assist in reducing the
early onset of alcohol use.?

* Educate youth and parents on laws and penalties as well as health consequences
of drinking.

* Require parents to attend court and admin sanction programs with their youth who
have been cited for an underage drinking offense.

* Secure funding: Jurisdictions developing or implementing administrative sanction
programs must determine how the program will be funded and sustained for both the
short and the long run.

° Incentives should be employed in order to motivate youth and caretakers to

meet the terms of the administrative sanction program and to ensure successful

program completion

° Consequences of Failure to Comply: Consequences must be specified for

youth since some may have trouble fulfilling the terms of their diversion,
s . either by failing to comply with the program’s requirements or by declining

Administrative to participate altogether.

Sanctions . Outcome Evaluation: To ensure an administrative sanction program is
meeting its objectives and goals, a recordkeeping and data collection
system should be in place to assist in providing periodic evaluations.

Types of Sanctions or Penalties that are used in the AAPI Communities

Schools, courts, Department of Driver Services, and associated diversion programs have a number of sanctions available for responding to
youth brought before them who have engaged in underage drinking.
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For the complete Administrative Sanction report, please contact Afiya King at (404) 223-2487 or visit StopAlcoholUnder21.0rg
The Council on Alcohol and Drugs, Inc.





